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NDA wins 12 of 13 corporations in AP; 
YSRCP gets Anantapur mayor post
Vijayawada, Nov 4 (UNI)
Repeating its 2024 landslide 
in the Assembly and Lok 
Sabha elections, the TDP-
led NDA has won 12 of the 
13 municipal corporations in 
Andhra Pradesh, including 
the prestigious Vijayawada, 
Guntur and Visakhapatnam 
mayor posts, while the YS-
RCP led by Y S Jagan Mo-
han Reddy won the Ananta-
pur mayor post. Elections to 
the 13 corporations and 83 
municipalities were held on 
November 1, and counting 
went on till the early hours of 
Wednesday. The mayors were 
elected directly by the voters. 
The alliance of the TDP, Jana 
Sena and BJP won the may-
or posts of Vijayawada, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Vizianagaram, 
Eluru, Guntur, Machilipat-
nam, Kurnool, Kadapa, Chit-
toor, Nellore, Tirupati and 
Ongole. Jana Sena candidate 
Vangaveeti Radhakrishna 

was elected mayor of Vijay-
awada, defeating his nearest 
YSRCP rival Bhagyalaksh-
mi by a margin of 1,37,872 
votes. TDP’s Mukka Sravani 
won the Visakhapatnam may-
or post, defeating YSRCP’s 
Varudu Kalyani by over 2.44 
lakh votes. Jana Sena’s Red-
dy Appalanaidu was elected 

Eluru mayor by a margin of 
44,661 votes, while TDP’s K 
Lakshmi Aparna won in Gun-
tur by over 1.05 lakh votes. 
Other TDP winners were 
Abdul Abeeda in Machili-
patnam by 32,657 votes, V 
Vijaya Pratyusha in Kurnool 
by 27,033, M Suvarna in 
Kadapa by 65,588, Katha-

ri Hemalatha in Chittoor by 
34,116 and M Srinivas Prasad 
in Tirupati by 61,582, besides 
Roop Kumar Yadav in Nel-
lore and N Srishilpa in Ongo-
le. The YSRCP’s consolation 

came in Anantapur, where its 
candidate Ch Ramesh Gou-
da was elected mayor by a 
margin of 5,981 votes over 
BJP candidate Ajay Yadav. 
The NDA candidates were 
elected chairpersons of 83 
municipalities, while the YS-
RCP won only Nandikotkur, 
Betamcherla and Naidupet. 
The results mark a near clean 
sweep for the ruling coalition 
across the state, with the YS-
RCP restricted to one corpo-
ration and three municipali-
ties. In Pulivendula, the home 
turf of former Chief Minister 
Jagan Mohan Reddy, the TDP 
won the chairperson post for 
the first time. TDP nation-
al working president and IT 
Minister Nara Lokesh said 
the verdict was a mandate to 
serve and not to celebrate.

Naidu seeks Centre’s help for 
stranded chilli exports

Vijayawada, Nov 4 (UNI)
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu has written to 
Union Commerce Minister 
Piyush Goyal seeking his in-
tervention with the countries 
concerned to facilitate the 
export of chilli consignments 
from Andhra Pradesh strand-
ed at Colombo port in Sri 
Lanka. Naidu said more than 
150 chilli containers bound 
for China, Bangladesh, In-
donesia, Thailand, Singapore 
and other countries were held 
up over objections relating 
to the permissible moisture 
content. Goods worth about 

Rs 60 crore were stuck, and 
the delay was causing losses 
to farmers and exporters, he 
said, urging the minister to 
help clear the consignments 
at the earliest. The letter was 
among several the Chief Min-
ister has written to the Centre 
in recent days seeking help 
for farmers, who have also 
been hit by Cyclones Arnab 
and Murasu. Andhra Pradesh 
is among the country’s lead-
ing producers and exporters 
of chilli. Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu has di-
rected Agriculture Depart-
ment officials to ensure that 

crop insurance serves as a 
protective shield for farmers 
and tenant farmers against 
losses caused by natural ca-
lamities. Addressing officials 
through a teleconference on 
Tuesday, he said the farm 
sector had suffered signifi-
cant losses as Cyclones Arn-
ab and Murasu hit the state 
in quick succession. He said 
22 crops had been notified 
for insurance in the Kharif 
season, with yield-based cov-
er for 15 and weather-based 
cover for seven. Farmer en-
rolment had risen significant-
ly, and the state ranked sixth 
in the country in crop insur-
ance coverage, with crops of 
17.07 lakh farmers insured 
this year. Paddy, red gram, 
groundnut, cotton, chilli and 
maize account for 90 per cent 
of the insured area, and a ma-
jor portion of the paddy area 
lies in the 16 cyclone-affect-
ed districts. When farmers re-
ceive both insurance and in-
put subsidy, they can recover 
their investment, he said, di-
recting officials to ensure that 
compensation reaches every 
farmer who paid premiums.

388 mandals drought-hit; Naidu 
seeks 200 days of rural work
Amaravati, Nov 4
 (The Visionary News)
Chief Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu has told the In-
ter-Ministerial Central Team 
assessing drought in Andhra 
Pradesh that 388 mandals 
across 21 districts have been 
declared drought-affected 
because of significantly be-
low-normal rainfall and pro-
longed dry spells. The Central 
team, led by Joint Secretary in 
the Union Agriculture Minis-
try Chinmay Gotmare, held 
follow-up talks with senior 
state officials in Vijayawada 
after inspecting drought-hit 
areas in Kurnool, Nandyal, 
Anantapur and Sri Sathya Sai 
districts on November 2 and 
3. Naidu partly attributed the 
rainfall deficit to El Nino con-
ditions and said Kharif crops 
had suffered extensive dam-
age. Anantapur had recorded 
the second-lowest rainfall 
in the country, and the state 
was also facing declining 
groundwater, drinking water 
shortages, irrigation prob-
lems and a shortage of cattle 
fodder. Among his requests 
to the Centre were raising 
guaranteed employment 

under the rural job scheme 
to 200 days, extending the 
scheme to agriculture, espe-
cially natural farming, and 
issuing special drought cards 
so that eligible families can 
buy essential commodities 
at subsidised prices. He also 
sought rescheduling of farm 
loans, faster settlement of 
crop insurance claims and the 
expansion of the Jal Jeevan 
Mission, along with support 
for developing and interlink-
ing rural water sources. He 
said drilling more borewells 
was ineffective in several 

areas. The state has already 
submitted a memorandum 
seeking Central assistance 
of about Rs 1,420 crore and 
will send a more detailed re-
port on the drought within a 
week. The Central team will 
submit its assessment to the 
Union Government within 15 
days. Naidu asked the Cen-
tre to take into account the 
combined impact of the twin 
cyclones and the drought, 
pointing out that different re-
gions of the state were facing 
excess rain and severe water 
shortage at the same time.

MPTC, ZPTC polls on 
Thursday

Amaravati, Nov 4
 (The Visionary News)
Polling for the Mandal Par-
ishad and Zilla Parishad 
Territorial Constituencies in 
Andhra Pradesh will be held 
on Thursday, November 5, 
from 7 am to 5 pm, with re-
polling, if required, on No-
vember 6 and counting from 
8 am on November 7. The 
polls, notified on October 19, 
will be held in a single phase 
by ballot paper across 28 zilla 
parishads, with 46,045 can-
didates in the fray for 9,829 
MPTC seats in 28 districts 
and 4,770 candidates for 659 
ZPTC seats. The state gov-
ernment has declared holi-

days on November 4 and 5 
for government offices, pri-
vate establishments and edu-
cational institutions connect-
ed with the polling, to enable 
people to vote, with Wednes-
day set aside for polling ar-
rangements and Thursday for 
the voting. Krishna District 
Collector D K Balaji dis-
missed rumours on social me-
dia about a postponement and 
said polling would be held as 
scheduled. He directed offi-
cials to complete all arrange-
ments at the distribution and 
reception centres in advance. 
Presidents of Mandal Parish-
ads and chairpersons of Zilla 
Parishads are to be elected on 
November 11 and 12. MPTC 
ballot papers will be pink and 
ZPTC ballot papers white. 
The polls were moved from 
November 3 to avoid a clash 
with the counting of votes for 
the urban local bodies, which 
could have led to a shortage 
of police and polling staff, the 
State Election Commission 
had said while revising the 
schedule.

Cases against 72 YSRCP leaders

Kadapa, Nov 4
 (The Visionary News)
Police have registered cases 
against 72 YSRCP leaders, 
including party chief Y S Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy and Kada-
pa MP Y S Avinash Reddy, 
for alleged violations of the 
Model Code of Conduct 
during the municipal polls on 
Sunday, and the investigation 
is under way. In Pulivendu-
la, TDP’s T Geetha Kumari, 

who won the chairperson 
post, polled 25,434 of the 
37,992 votes, while YSRCP’s 
Y S Prameelamma, Jagan’s 
aunt, got 11,559. There were 
833 invalid votes and 166 
for NOTA. Before polling, 
the TDP had won 20 of the 
40 wards unopposed. Of the 
remaining 20, it won 14, the 
YSRCP three, the BJP two 
and the Jana Sena one. The 
Andhra Pradesh High Court 

dismissed the YSRCP’s pe-
titions seeking repolling in 
all wards, and had earlier al-
lowed counting to go ahead 
in the town, which had wit-
nessed poll-related violence. 
The YSRCP had also alleged 
that its polling agents were 
barred from 70 booths on 
polling day, and Jagan had 
staged a sit-in outside the Re-
turning Officer’s office. Jagan 
has alleged that the alliance 
won by blocking fair com-
petition, manipulating nom-
inations, obstructing polling 
agents and interfering with 
the counting, and has called 
for electoral reforms. Naidu, 
on the other hand, said the 
YSRCP had paid the price 
for not learning from its 2024 
Assembly defeat, and cred-
ited the result to public faith 
in his government’s develop-
ment and welfare agenda.

Verdict a mandate to serve: Lokesh

Amaravati, Nov 4
 (The Visionary News)
TDP national working pres-
ident and IT Minister Nara 
Lokesh has said the munici-
pal election verdict is a man-

date to serve the people and 
not an occasion to celebrate. 
In a post on X, Lokesh said 
the alliance accepted the re-
sult with humility as the peo-
ple’s blessing for the good 
governance of the last two 

and a half years, and con-
gratulated all the winning 
candidates of the TDP, Jana 
Sena and BJP and the work-
ers of the three parties for 
their collective effort. He said 
that with the municipal polls 
over, the only focus would 
be on serving every citizen 
beyond party lines. There 
was no room for arrogance, 
and keeping the trust of the 
people was the real respon-
sibility, he said, adding that 
the alliance would now work 
harder than ever to meet their 
aspirations. Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu credited 
the result to public faith in 
development and welfare-ori-
ented governance, and said 
the YSRCP had paid.


